Grading Rubric: Written Communication

Written articles of publishable quality for submission to (a) peer-reviewed professional journal and (b) magazine or popular publication.
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	Content and Readership Consideration


	Demonstrates a thorough understanding of context, audience, and purpose of scientific research reporting.
	Demonstrates adequate consideration of audience. Reports research or program in replicable format.
	Demonstrates awareness of context, readership needs and literacy level.
	Demonstrates minimal attention to readership, and directions from instructor.

	Content Development


	Uses appropriate, relevant, and organized content to illustrate mastery of subject.
	Uses appropriate, relevant and documented content essential to research, program or topic.
	Uses appropriate and relevant content for topic and audience.
	Limited use of appropriate and relevant content.

	Disciplinary Conventions


	Demonstrates detailed attention to organization, journal guidelines, format and references.
	Demonstrates consistent use of journal guidelines, references & magazine expectations
	Follows journal/ magazine guidelines and organizes content in limited fashion
	Attempts use of  expected organization for journal/magazine articles.

	Sources and Evidence

	Demonstrates skillful use of high quality, and credible documentation for research/program or health topic.
	Demonstrates consistent use of credible documentation to support research/health topic
	Attempts to use credible sources as documentation; uses quotes appropriately; avoids plagiarism.
	Attempts appropriate use of reference literature; limited, accidental plagiarism in literature review.

	Control of Syntax and Mechanics


	Uses language that skillfully communicates with clarity and fluency; virtually error-free. Uses active voice wherever possible
	Uses level of language skills appropriate to journal or magazine.  Writing has few grammatical errors. Uses active voice occasionally
	Generally uses language that conveys meaning to readers, although writing may include some errors. Extensive use of passive voice.
	Uses language that sometimes impeded meaning due to errors in usage.  Uses passive voice consistently.


